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Patrick and Palladius, and the first Irish missionaries, was kept up until the reign of Queen Elizabeth, our opponents, the Irish Papists, will allow.    The question, therefore, is whether that succession was at that time lost. The onus probandi rests with our opponents, and we defy them to prove that such was the case.   It is a well known fact, that of all the countries of Europe, there was not one in which the process of the Reformation was carried on so regularly, so canonically, so quietly as it was in Ireland.     Carte,  the  biographer  of   Ormond, having observed that the popish schism did not commence in England until the twelfth year of Queen Elizabeth's reign, but that for eleven years those who most favoured the pretensions of the Pope conformed to the reformed Catholic Church of England, remarks," the case was much the same in Ireland, where the BisJiops complied with the Reformation, and the Roman  Catholics"  (meaning those who afterwards became Roman, instead of remaining reformed Catholics,) resorted in general to the parish churches in which the English service was used, until the end of Queen Elizabeth's reign."     It is here stated that the Bishops of the Church of Ireland, that is as the papists will admit, the then successors of St. Patricl and his suffragans, those who had a right to reform the Church of Ireland, consented to the Reformation, and that until the end of Queen  Elizabeth's reign, and she reigned above forty-four years, there was no pretended Church, under the dominion of the Pope, opposed to the true Catholic Church, as is unfortunately now the case.    The existing clergy of the Church of Ireland, whether we their order or their-mission, and consequently the Church itself, are the only legitimate successors of those by whom that Church was founded.  That in the Church of Ireland, as well as in the Church of England, corruptions in doctrine as well as in practice prevailed, before the Reformation, and that the Pope of Rome gradually usurped over it an authority directly contrary to one of the canons of a general council of the Church Universal, that of Ephesus, we fully admit.  But that usurpation was resisted and denounced, and those corruptions removed and provided against at the  Reformation.     After the Reformation there was a growing inclination in  the